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Two Fabulous Fibres !
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Manufactured in Northern Ireland
in one of the world’s most modern

Production Plants and supplied to leading makers of

STOCKINGS
SHIRTS
KNITWEAR
CARPETS
LINGERIE
OVERALLS
NET CURTAINS
TYRES

BRITISH ENKALON LIMITED

Telephone: ANTRIM 2361
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THE LYRIC PLAYERS THEATRE
RIDGEWAY STREET, STRANMILLIS

BELFAST, BT9 S5FB

TELEPHONE 66008 |

TRUSTEES

I'REASURER

HON. DIRECTORS

HOUSE MANAGERESS

SECRETARY

STAGE MANAGER

LIGHTING

IHE COMPANY

CHARLES CARVILI
COLM KELLY
MARY O'MALLEY
JOHUN HEWITT

PATRICK HUGHES

PADRAIC COLUM
I'HOMAS KINSELLA

WINIFRED BELI

JOAN EVANS

SEAN BURNS. Inr

SEAN RURNS, Sor

PATRICK BRANNIGAN
ELIZABETH DICKEY
MICHAEL FIELDHOUSE
SHEILA GALLAHER
JEREMY JONES
BERNADETTE KEENAN
JOAN MACREADY
SAM MACREADY
GEORGE MOONEY

PATRICK HUGHES
ROGER McHUGH
P PEARSE O’'MALLEY

DENIS JOHNSTON

NORA McCARTHY
BARNEY McCAUGHEY
ALEX McCLAY
MAEVE McGIBBON
FRANK McQUCID
DENNIS REYNOLDS
TOAN ROLSTON
LOULS ROLSTON
WILFRED BLACK

BOOKING :—

Seat Prices 6/-. 8/-, 10/- Monday to Thursday. 10/- Friday and Saturday.

AT THEATRE

Il am. to 9 nm. Telephone: 660081,

ARTS COUNCIL BOOKING OFFICE, Bedford Street, 10 am. to § p.m.
Saturday, 10 am. to 12 noon. Telephone: 44222

Lelephone Reservations MUST be collected at Box Office by 7.45 pm

Special Party Rates available, Please enquire.

Reductions to students and apprentices under the Arts Council Student Scheme



éuprqane visits Meg aeaper § %
Where service ptuqs the leading role

MEG

42 QUEEN STREET, - BELFAST, BT1 6EF
Telephone 26306
® OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY e
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of
HOLLYWOOD & DONNELLY LTD.

SEVERN STREET, BELFAST, 5.
Telephone: 57211

THE SILVER TASSIE

In the Spring of 1928, Sean O'Casey, then aged forty eight and living in
London, sent a new nlay to the Abbey Theatre in Dublin, the theatre which had
nurcured his genius,

The new play was The Silver Tassie and it was rejected.  W. B. Yeats informed
the dismayed O Casey that the new play lacked a subject, “You were interesied in
the Lrich Civil War, and at every moment of those plays wrote out of your own amuse-
ment with life or vour sense of tragady. . but you were not interssted in the Great
War.”

O'Casey made an indignant reply to Yeats and The Silver Tassie soon became
one of the most controversial plays of its time,

Who was right, Sean 0'Casey or the Abbey Board led by Yeats? It scems clear
now that the dramatist himself was right and the great Trish poet (for once) wrong,

For The Silver Tassie is now generally regarded as one of O'Casey’s greatest
achievements, an anti-war play that ranks with Brecht's Mother Conrage.

Gae bring to me a pint of wine,
And fill it in a silver tassie;
That I may drink before I go.
A service to my bonnie lassie.

That was the song O'Casey hummed during the many months he was engaged in
writing The Silver Tassie.

In this play “he would set down without malice or platitude the shattered
enterprise of life to be endured by many of those who, not understanding the
bloodied melody of war, went forth to fight, to die, or to return again with tarnished
bodies and complaining minds. He would show a wide expanse of war in the midst of
timorous hopz and overweening fear; amidst a galaxy of guns: silently show the
garlanded horror of war..___And he would do it in a new way.”

So in wriling The Silver Tassie O’Cassy believed he had a great theme, In
addition he was technically equipped to handle it He had studied the Greek dram-
atists, the Elizabethans, and the Expressionists of his own time — Strindberg, Toller,
Kaiser and O'Neill.  And he was at the height of his power as a dramatist. Others
might be unsure of his ability to tackle such a theme and master such a diversity of
techniques; but O’Casey had confidence in himself; and, more heartening, his hero
Bernard Shaw had confidencz in him.

When The Silver Tassie was produced in the Apollo Theatre in London, Shaw
wrote to Charles B. Cochran: “A magnificent play. ... There is a new drama rising
from unplumbed depths to sweep thet nice little bourgenis efforts of myself and my
contemporaries into the dustbin.” Even the conservative drama critic of the Times,
Charles Morgan, conceded that O'Casey’s “attempt to make his play take wings from
naturalistic earth succeeds; we move in a nzw plane of imagination.”

But let the final words be Bernard Shaw's: “What a hell of a play!"”

JOHN BOYD



\Q/ ULSTER ORCHESTRA Forthcoming Concerts

l0th — 15th May, at 7.30 p.m. in Grand Opera House
NORTHERN [IRELAND OPERA TRUST

with The Ulster Orchestra

BIZET Carmen

PUCCINI Tosca

[7th —22nd May, at 7,30 pm in Grand Opera House
LONDON FESTIVAL BALLET
with The Ulster Orchestra

TCHATKOVSKY Sleeping Beauty

25th May, at 8 pm. in the Ulster Hall

Conductor : JANOS FURST

Soloist ; JOHN MITCHENSON

BRAHMS Tragic Overture

KODALY Psalmus Hunearicus
BERAHMS Symphony No. 2 in D major

27th May. at 8 pm. in Town Hall. Enniskillen
Conductor : JANOS FURST

Soloists : Bernadette Greevy, Eric Hinds, Irenc Sandford, Una O'Caliaghan.
Robert Cook and the Cathedral Consort

BERKELEY Divertimento
STRAUSS Horn Concerto No. |
PURCELI1 Dido and Aeneas

29th May. at 8 p.m. in Shankill Parish Church. Lurgan,

Conductor: JANOS FURSI
Soloists Norma Gray-Wilson, Una O'Callaghan, Martin Walsh. Haro'd Grav
Christopher King and Michasl McGuifin 2
HANDEI Coronation Anthem i
MOZART Clarinet Concerto in A major K.622 . - .
BEETHOVEN Symphony No. | in ¢ major Op. 21 Love at ﬁrSt Slght tev s
BEETHOVEN Choral Fantasia

Marks & Spencer

FRIDAY SUMMER CONCERTS IN BALMORAL COMMENCE 4th JUNE. 197].




“THE SILVER TASSIE™

By SEAN O'CASEY

A Tragi-comedy in four Acts

Direcied and Designed by MARY McCRACKEN
Painted by JOHN MIDDLETON

GAST i order of appearance

Sylvester Heegan

Mrs, Hesgan, his wife
Simon Norton

Susic Monican

Mrs, Foran

Teddy Foran, her husband

Harrv Heegan, D.C.M. Heegan's Son

Jessie Taite

Barney Bagnal

The Croucher

Ist Soldier

2nd Soldier

ird Soldier

4th Soldier

The Corporal

The Visitor

The Statf-Wallah

Ist Stretcher-Bearer

2nd Stretcher-Bearer

ird Stretcher-Bearer

4th Stretcher-Bearer

st Casualty

2nd Casualty G
Surgeon Forby Maxwell
The Sister of the Ward

LOUIS ROLSTON
LUCY JAMIESON
MAURICE BLAKE
MAUREEN THORNTON
MAUREEN DOW

. MARK MULHOLLAND
PATRICK BRANNIGAN
LINDA WRAY

ROY HEAYBERD
WILLIAM HAMILTON
PETER TEMPLAR
NOEL MILLSOP
PATRICK BRANNIGAN
MARK MULHOLLAND
LOUIS ROLSTON
JACK McQUOID
MAURICE BLAKE
HARRY FOY

BILL HUNTER

JOHN MUNN

. ALEX McCLAY
WILFRED BLACK

JOE QUINN

ALEX McCLAY

MARY BOYLE

The play is set in a period of the First World War,

Act | Room in Heegan’s home
INTERVAL

Act I Somewhere in France (later on)
INTERVAL

Act I Ward in a Hospital (a little later on)
Act TV  Room in Premises of Avondale Football Club (later on still)

Stage Management SEAN BURNS
JOHN BURNS
SHEILA GALLAGHER
JOAN ROLSTON
JOE CONNELLY

Assistant to Director CATHERINE ROBERTS
Wardrobe MAUREEN COMPLISSON
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Military and hospital equipment by kind permission of G.O.C. H.M. Forces in
Nerthern Treland.
Wheel Chair by courtesy of W. J. Chambers. Esq., Donegall Pass, Belfast, 7.
Cigarettes by courtesy of M/s. Gallahers Ltd,, Tobacco Merchants, York Street. Belfast.
Mr. Heayberd's Spectacles by courtesy of S. A. Cole, Esq., Optician, Botanic Avenue,
Lavirel Wreath by courtesy of Lucy Cooke, 36 Wellington Place, Belfast, 1.
Wine Glasses by courtesy of Frank McDaniel, Glass Merchant, Mountpottinge: Road.
Belfast, 5.
The Cop by courtesy of Miss Anna McCoy.
Coneertina bv courtesy of Brigadier Howells of The Salvation Army.
Benson & Hedges Mellow Virginia Tobacco by courtesy of Gallaher's Limited.
We wish to express our appreciation for the Help and Assistance of ' —
) Messrs, Tom Jones, Wellington Place, Belfast, 1.
Mr. Neill Shawcross. also The Belfast Co-operative Society.

Floral arrangements in the Theatre Fover by Mrs fean Brown.

AT INTERVAL

FOR IMMEDIATE SERVICE - DRINKS MAY BE ORDERED
IN ADVANCE AT THE BAR

NO SMOKING IN THE AUDITORIUM

THE MANAGEMENT RESERVES THE RIGHT TO ALTER THE
PORGRAMME WITHOUT NOTICE.
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If YOU have not yet opened a Bank Account, don
nto any of our Branches

put it off any longer. Drop i

to-day and open an account—make life easier for

vourself.

and Leinster

Munster
Bank Limited

A Member of Allied Irish Banks Group.
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(1!. What do actors vequire?

}\o Aclors vequiare handsomeness, agents,
articulateness, money, memory, readiness,
rvetentiveness, applause, perceptiveness, praise,
convineingness, conlracts, resowrcefulness, ad-libs,
imwentiveness, atlentiveness, direction, limelight,
wiqueness, Iiquity, fairness, entrances, tragedy,
seriousness, lghiness, comedy, fitness, training,
many-sidedness, publicity, memorableness,

profiles, and goodness and (; [IIN NF SS‘
VIS N

LYRIC PLAYERS THEATRE

Ridgeway Street, Siranmillis, Belfast,
Telephone: 0669660 (Administration)
660081 (Box Office)

The Capital Development Debt on the New
Theatre at Ridgeway Street is:—

£17,000-0-0

DONATIONS ARE URGEANTLY NEEDED
INORDER TO CLEAR THIS BALANCE

If you would like to subseribe please complete the form below.

The Secretary,
Lyric Players Theatre Trust,
Ridgeway Street, Belfast, BT9 SEB.

I wauld like o subscribe 10 the Theatre Development Fund
Please forward information,

Address ...

TelephOte: sy ey

Q&umlmlw #aciti!ies lsq -y
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Forthcoming Production H ARp |

Opening Monday, §th June, 1971 ; ' makes you feel great!

“THE FLATS”

(Belfast 1991)
by

John Boyd

FOR THREE WEEKS ONLY

BY POPULAR REQUEST

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE NOTIFIED OF FUTURE LYRIC PRESENTATIONS YOU
CAN BE INCLUDED ON THE THEATRE'S MAILING LIST AT £1 PER YEAR. LEAVE
YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS AT THE BOX OFFICE OR WRITE TO THE MANAGER.




